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Advanced Placement Psychology 2019-2020 Course Syllabus 
 

LAKE WORTH CHRISTIAN SCHOOL 
 

Instructor:  Beth Acosta 
Email: bacosta@lwcs.org 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Psychology is a study of how humans think, feel, behave, and interact with one another.  This 
course is designed to give the students a broad overview of psychology.  The following subjects 
will be discussed:  various approaches to psychology, the function of the brain, cognitive 
processes, human development, counseling approaches, personality theory, psychological 
disorders, and socio-cultural influences.  The purpose of AP Psychology is to introduce students 
to the systematic and scientific study of the behavior and mental processes of human beings and 
other animals. 
 
This course is designed to thoroughly prepare the student for success on the AP Psychology 
exam.  The student is challenged in each class period to critically examine course concepts and 
utilize strategies for an understanding of the schools of psychology and its many facets.  Students 
will be expected to actively participate in each class session and through participation 
demonstrate a cohesive understanding of psychology as a whole. 
 
COURSE TEXTBOOK 

The Science of Psychology:  An Appreciative View, AP edition (4) by Laura King 
 
REQUIRED MATERIALS 

● Barron’s AP Psychology Study Guide, 8th edition ISBN: 978-1438010694 on Amazon (See 
Mrs. Acosta if this a problem for you). 

● BIG notebook:  prefer 2” binder to keep all handouts and tests.  If 2” is too big for your backpack, 
consider a 1” binder for class which would contain current unit work and then keeping a 2” binder 
at home for organization of your materials. 

● Dividers--there are 17 units 
● Note Cards--3 x 5--you will need them to complete the vocabulary for each chapter. 

 Approximately 20-45 vocabulary terms each chapter 
● Rubber bands to keep your note cards together or notebook index card sheets 
● Loose leaf paper--college rule 
● Highlighter 
● Pencils & Blue or Black ink pen--no other color allowed 
● USB jump drive--8 mb minimum 

 
SUGGESTED MATERIALS 

● Princeton Review--Cracking the AP Psychology Exam 
● 5 Steps to a 5:  AP Psychology 
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COURSE/CLASS EXPECTATIONS 

● Students must complete all summer coursework and turn in completed work by Thursday 
August 15, 2019.  Failure to meet this deadline could result in removal from the course 

● Students are expected to arrive on time to class each day ready to demonstrate 
higher-level critical thinking skills as applied to course study. 

● Students are expected to actively participate in class discussions and activities and 
complete all assigned readings and other course assignments. 

● Students are expected to respect their classmates opinions and personal beliefs 
● All student work is expected to be original.  There is a substantial amount of writing and 

project/teaching preparation in this course and students are expected to accurately cite all 
sources with current APA format.  

● There is zero tolerance for plagiarism or cheating of any kind.  Plagiarism will result in a 
zero for the assignment and a referral to administration.  Note:  Plagiarism may result in a 
failing grade for the assignment, marking period, or course and/or removal from the AP 
class. 

 
GRADING 
The objective of this course is to prepare the student for the AP Psychology exam.  The grade 
will be determined by the following: 
 

● Homework:  students are given regular homework assignments that require them to 
demonstrate a complete understanding of course concepts. 

● Tests:  students will be given comprehensive chapter tests consisting of multiple-choice, 
short answer, and free-response questions that are formatted like the AP examination. 
Tests will be given on average every two weeks. 

● Presentations:  students will be assigned one-two teaching periods per quarter in which 
they must prepare and present the assigned subject matter demonstrating higher-level 
critical thinking skills.  Students are expected to be within the assigned time frame for 
presentations.  Failure to do so will result in point deduction.  Both their instructor and 
their classmates will evaluate presentations via an extensive rubric. 

● Participation: students are expected to be active participants in each class period. 
 
Extra Credit: Student grades will be determined through a combination of test scores, 
homework, presentations, and class participation.  Although students will have the opportunity to 
earn occasional extra credit points through activities that require a demonstration of concept 
knowledge, extra credit should not be relied upon to raise a term grade. A maximum of 15 extra 
credit point may be used per term.  Unused points will transfer to the next marking period.  Any 
leftover points will be deleted at semester. Points may not be used to make up for an 
uncompleted assignment.  Your course grade will be determined by the demonstration of 
knowledge of the subject matter and your application of this knowledge to course concepts. 
 
Late Policy:  This is a college-level class.  A large amount of material is covered each day in 
class through lecture, simulations, or group activities.  The pace of the class is quick and work 
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should be completed on time.  Assignments are due at the beginning of the class period for which 
it was assigned.  Any work turned in after this point are considered late and will result in a grade 
reduction as follows: 

● Turned in same-day but late:  20% lower grade 
● Turned in next day: 50% lower grade 
● No work will be accepted after this unless a student has been absent from class.  Students 

will be given a one-day extension for assignments for each day absent for illness or 
family emergency.  Students will not be given any extension for an absence due to 
extracurricular activities so they should arrange for a due date in advance of the absence 
with the instructor.  Failure to do so will result in work being due upon return.  Students 
who will be taking a planned absence are expected to see the instructor before their 
absence to find out what they will miss in class.  

 
READING 

● While much of the text is covered through course lectures, students are responsible for 
reading and studying the text.  Independent learning will be necessary due to the large 
amount of material in the course textbook.  Everything in the book has the possibility of 
being covered on the AP examination so students are expected to study all of it.  There 
are no shortcuts in an AP class, failure to read the entire text, and all supplemental 
assigned readings or research will likely have a negative impact on exam day.  Keep up 
with the course work.  If you fall behind, it will be difficult to successfully catch up. 
There will be random reading check quiz opportunities throughout the course. 

 
SUPPLEMENTAL MATERIALS 
The instructor may choose to incorporate videos or movies as supplemental materials to 
encourage higher-level critical thinking skills and allow students to analyze and apply the 
concepts presented in classroom lectures to other situations. 

● One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest 
● Sybil 
● Inside Out 
● Rainman 

 
COURSE CHART: FIRST SEMESTER  

(% indicates amount of information from chapter on AP exam) 
 

Chapter 1:  The Evolution of Psychology—History and Approaches (2-4%) 
● Historical Schools: Functionalism vs. Structuralism 
● Approaches:  Biological, Behavioral, Cognitive, Humanistic, Psychodynamic, 

Sociocultural, Evolutionary 
● Logic, Philosophy, and History of Science 

**This chapter information is covered in the summer assignment and will not be covered in class** 
****************************************************************************** 
Chapter 2:  Research (8-10%) 

● Ethics in Research 
● Experimental, Correlational, and Clinical Research 
● Nature of Science Inquiry: Covers the sources or both bias and error 
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● Statistics: Central tendency, variance, significance, correlation 
 
 
Chapter 3: Biological Basis of Behavior (8-10%) 

● Neural Transmission 
● Functional of Science Inquiry: Sources of bias and error 
● Physiological Techniques 
● Neuroanatomy 
● Endocrine System 
● Genetics and Heritability 

Student Teaching Unit Included:  Parts of the Brain 
 
Chapter 4:  Sensation and Perception (6-8%) 

● Thresholds 
● Sensory Mechanisms 
● Sensory Adaptation 
● Attention 
● Perceptual Processes 

 
Chapter 5:  States of Consciousness (2-4%) 

● Sleep and Dreaming 
● Hypnosis 
● Psychoactive Drug Effects 

 
Chapter 6: Learning (7-9%) 

● Classical Conditioning: Pavlov, Watson 
● Operant Conditioning: Thorndike, Skinner, Bandura, behavior modifications 
● Cognitive Processes in learning 

Student Teaching Unit Included:  Classical and Operant Conditioning 
 
Chapter 7: Human Memory: (8-10%) 

● Memory: Encoding, Storage, and Retrieval 
 
Chapter 8: Language and Thought: (2-4%) 

● Language:  Skinner and Chomsky 
● Thought 
● Problem Solving and Creativity, Decision Making 

 
**The instructor reserves the right to modify the syllabus as necessary** 

 
COURSE CHART: SECOND SEMESTER 

 
Chapter 9:  Intelligence and Psychological Testing (5-7%) 

● Heredity/Environment and Intelligence 
● Human Diversity 
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● Extremes of Intelligence: Mental Retardation & Giftedness 
● Standardization & Norms 
● Reliability and Validity 
● Types of Testing 
● Ethics and Standards in Testing 

Student Teaching Unit Included 
 

Chapter 10:  Motivation and Emotion (6-8%) 
● Biological Bases 
● Theories of Motivation 
● Social Motives 
● Hunger, Thirst, Sex, Pain 
● Theories of Emotion 

 
Chapter 11: Human Development (7-9%) 

● Prenatal, Infancy, Childhood, Adolescence, Adulthood 
● Research Methods:  Types of Study—Longitudinal and Cross-Sectional 
● Heredity—Environment Issues 
● Nature vs. Nurture (maturation versus learning) 
● Sex Roles and Sex Differences 
● Influential Theories:  Cognitive Development—Piaget; Psychosocial 

Development—Freud; Moral Development—Kohlberg; Gender 
Differentiation—Gilligan 

 
Chapter 12:  Personality (5-7%) 

● Personality Theories and Approaches 
● Assessment Techniques 
● Growth and Adjustment 

 
Chapter 13: Stress and Health (4-6%) 

● Nature and Stress 
● Major Types of Stress 
● Responding to Stress 
● Effects of Stress 
● Behaviors that impair health 

 
Student Teaching Unit Included: Stress 

 
Chapter 14: Abnormal Psychology (7-9%) 

● Abnormality defined 
● Theories of Psychopathology 
● Diagnosis of Psychopathology 
● Types of Disorders: Anxiety, Mood, Organic, Somatoform, Schizophrenic, Personality, 

Dissociative 
Student Teaching Unit Included:  Types of Disorders 
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Chapter 15: Treatment of Psychological Disorders (5-7%) 

● Approaches to treatment 
● Modes of therapy 
● Community and Preventative Approaches 

 
Chapter 16: Social Psychology (8-10%) 

● Forming impressions of others, person perception 
● Attribution process:  explaining behavior 
● Interpersonal Attraction: Liking and Loving 
● Attitudes:  Social Adjustments 
● Conformity, Compliance, Obedience 
● Group behavior 
● Prejudice 

 
Test Review & Practice 
The remaining time in the semester will be spent reviewing course materials in preparation for 
the exam and taking two AP Psychology Practice exams. 
 

AP Psychology exam Tuesday May 12, 2020 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
I have read and understand the course requirements and course expectations that are stated in this 
syllabus and I promise to follow the rules of the class to the best of my ability. 

Return this page of the syllabus to Mrs. Acosta via email attachment bacosta@lwcs.org 
 

Student Name (print legibly): ____________________________________________________ 
 
 
Student Signature: _________________________________________ Date: ______________ 
 
 
Parent Signature: __________________________________________ Date: ______________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


