
English I: 9th Grade Summer Reading Assessment Instructions 

(Scroll Down For Honors) 

 
1.) Reading Requirement: Select one of the books listed below. 
 
2.) After reading, write a 2 page double-spaced paper that accomplishes the following: 

identifies and analyzes the worldview portrayed in the book  
compares/contrasts the worldview portrayed in the book to the biblical worldview 

 

Worldview: A person’s worldview represents his most fundamental beliefs and assumptions 
about the universe he inhabits.  
 
It reflects how he would answer all the “big questions” of human existence: fundamental 
questions about who and what we are, where we came from, why we’re here, where we’re 
headed, the meaning and purpose of life, the nature of the afterlife, and what counts as a good 
life here and now. 
 
If you still are unsure of what I mean by worldview, explore 
https://www.ligonier.org/blog/what-worldview/ 

 
*You can organize your information however you would like to (you do not have to have  
an introduction, body paragraphs, and a conclusion), but your paper should include cited  
textual evidence. 
 
 
The Help Kathryn Stockett 
Aibileen is a black maid in 1962 Jackson, Mississippi, who’s always taken orders quietly, but lately she’s 
unable to hold her bitterness back. Her friend Minny has never held her tongue but now must somehow 
keep secrets about her employer that leave her speechless. White socialite Skeeter just graduated college. 
She’s full of ambition, but without a husband, she’s considered a failure. 
 
Together, these seemingly different women join together to write a tell-all book about work as a black 
maid in the South, that could forever alter their destinies and the life of a small town. 



 
 
The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind William Kamkwamba 
When fourteen-year-old William Kamkwamba's Malawi village was hit by a drought, everyone's crops 
began to fail. Without enough money for food, let alone school, William spent his days in the library . . . 
and figured out how to bring electricity to his village. Persevering against the odds, William built a 
functioning windmill out of junkyard scraps, and thus became the local hero who harnessed the wind. 

 
 
Go Set a Watchman Harper Lee  
A landmark novel by Harper Lee, set two decades after her beloved Pulitzer Prize–winning masterpiece, 
To Kill a Mockingbird. 
 
Twenty-six-year-old Jean Louise Finch—“Scout”—returns home to Maycomb, Alabama from New York 
City to visit her aging father, Atticus. Set against the backdrop of the civil rights tensions and political 
turmoil that were transforming the South, Jean Louise’s homecoming turns bittersweet when she learns 
disturbing truths about her close-knit family, the town, and the people dearest to her. Memories from her 
childhood flood back, and her values and assumptions are thrown into doubt. Featuring many of the 
iconic characters from To Kill a Mockingbird, Go Set a Watchman perfectly captures a young woman, 
and a world, in painful yet necessary transition out of the illusions of the past—a journey that can only be 
guided by one’s own conscience. 



 
 
Before We Were Free Julia Alverez  
Anita de la Torre never questioned her freedom living in the Dominican Republic. But by her 12th 
birthday in 1960, most of her relatives have emigrated to the United States, her Tío Toni has disappeared 
without a trace, and the government’s secret police terrorize her remaining family because of their 
suspected opposition of el Trujillo’s dictatorship. 
 
Using the strength and courage of her family, Anita must overcome her fears and fly to freedom, leaving 
all that she once knew behind. 
 
From renowned author Julia Alvarez comes an unforgettable story about adolescence, perseverance, and 
one girl’s struggle to be free. 

 
 
Brave, Not Perfect: Fear Less, Fail More, and Live Bolder Reshma Saujani  



Imagine if you lived without the fear of not being good enough. If you didn't care how your life looked on 
Instagram, or worry about what total strangers thought of you. Imagine if you could let go of the guilt,and 
stop beating yourself up for tiny mistakes. What if, in every decision you faced, you took the bolder path? 
In Brave, Not Perfect, Reshma shares powerful insights and practices to help us let go of our need for 
perfection and make bravery a lifelong habit. By being brave, not perfect, we can all become the authors 
of our biggest, boldest, and most joyful life. 

 
 
T h e H i d i n g P l a c e Corrie Ten Boom  
"The Hiding Place" tells the riveting story of how a middle-aged Dutch watchmaker became a heroine of 
the Resistance, a survivor of Hitler’s death camps, and one of the most remarkable evangelists of the 
twentieth century. After the war, Corrie ten Boom returned to the Netherlands to set up rehabilitation 
centers. She returned to Germany in 1946, and many years of itinerant teaching in over sixty countries 
followed, during which time she wrote many books. In 1967, Corrie ten Boom was honored as one of the 
Righteous Among the Nations by the State of Israel.  

 
 
In the Heart of the Sea: The Tragedy of the Whaleship Essex Nathaniel Philbrick 



"With its huge, scarred head halfway out of the water and its tail beating the ocean into a white-water 
wake more than forty feet across, the whale approached the ship at twice its original speed - at least six 
knots. With a tremendous cracking and splintering of oak, it struck the ship just beneath the anchor 
secured at the cat-head on the port bow..."  
 
In the Heart of the Sea brings to new life the incredible story of the wreck of the whaleship Essex - an 
event as mythic in its own century as the Titanic disaster in ours, and the inspiration for the climax of 
Moby-Dick. In a harrowing page-turner, Nathaniel Philbrick restores this epic story to its rightful place in 
American history. 

 
 
T H I S I S T H E D A Y : R E C L A I M Y O U R D R E A M , I G N I T E Y O U R 
P A S S I O N , L I V E Y O U R P U R P O S E Tim Tebow  
In this inspiring, motivational book, readers will receive the advice and encouragement to daily move 
from "pause" to "play" in finding deeper meaning and success. Tim illustrates the book's themes with 
stories from his personal life that will delight all readers, including is an update on his dream pursuit of a 
baseball career. 



 
 
Everybody, Always Bob Goff  
Driven by Bob's trademark storytelling, Everybody, Always reveals the lessons Bob learned--often the 
hard way--about what it means to love without inhibition, insecurity, or restriction. From finding the right 
friends to discovering the upside of failure, Everybody, Always points the way to embodying love by 
doing the unexpected, the intimidating, the seemingly impossible. Whether losing his shoes while 
skydiving solo or befriending a Ugandan witch doctor, Bob steps into life with a no-limits embrace of 
others that is as infectious as it is extraordinarily ordinary. Everybody, Always reveals how we can do the 
same. 
 

 
 
Due: the first FULL day of school 

 

 

 

 

 


