
8th Grade Summer Reading Assessment Instructions 
 
1.) Reading Requirement: Select one of the books listed below. 
 
2.) After reading, write a 2 page double-spaced paper that accomplishes the following: 

identifies and analyzes the worldview portrayed in the book  
compares/contrasts the worldview portrayed in the book to the biblical worldview 

 

Worldview: A person’s worldview represents his most fundamental beliefs and assumptions 
about the universe he inhabits.  
 
It reflects how he would answer all the “big questions” of human existence: fundamental 
questions about who and what we are, where we came from, why we’re here, where we’re 
headed, the meaning and purpose of life, the nature of the afterlife, and what counts as a good 
life here and now. 
 
If you still are unsure of what I mean by worldview, explore 
https://www.ligonier.org/blog/what-worldview/ 

 
*You can organize your information however you would like to (you do not have to have  
an introduction, body paragraphs, and a conclusion), but your paper should include a proper 
heading and cited textual evidence.  
 
Example of proper heading: 

 



 
 
Example of cited textual evidence: 
 

“The average world temperature is rising at an alarming rate of 200 degrees Celsius per year” (Polar 
188). 

 
 
The Secret Garden Frances Hodgson Burnett  
When Mary Lennox was sent to Misselthwaite Manor to live with her uncle, everybody said she was the 
most disagreeable-looking child even er seen... 
  
So begins the famous opening of one of the world’s best-loved children’s stories. First published in 1911, 
this is the poignant tale of a lonely little girl, orphaned and sent to a Yorkshire mansion at the edge of a 
vast lonely moor. At first, she is frightened by this gloomy place, but with the help of the local boy 
Dickon, who earns the trust of the moor’s wild animals with his honesty and love, the invalid Colin, a 
spoiled, unhappy boy terrified of life, and a mysterious, abandoned garden, Mary is eventually overcome 
by the mystery of life itself—its birth and renewal, its love and joy.  

 
 
The Call of the Wild Jack London  
First published in 1903, The Call of the Wild is regarded as Jack London's masterpiece. 
Based on London's experiences as a gold prospector in the Canadian wilderness and his 
ideas about nature and the struggle for existence, The Call of the Wild is a tale about 
unbreakable spirit and the fight for survival in the frozen Alaskan Klondike. 



 
 
Treasure Island Robert Louis Stevenson  
The most popular pirate story ever written in English, featuring one of literature’s most beloved “bad 
guys,” Treasure Island has been happily devoured by several generations of boys—and girls—and 
grownups. Its unforgettable characters include: young Jim Hawkins, who finds himself owner of a map to 
Treasure Island, where the fabled pirate booty is buried; honest Captain Smollett, heroic Dr. Livesey, and 
the good-hearted but obtuse Squire Trelawney, who help Jim on his quest for the treasure; the frightening 
Blind Pew, double-dealing Israel Hands, and seemingly mad Ben Gunn, buccaneers of varying shades of 
menace; and, of course, garrulous, affable, ambiguous Long John Silver, who is one moment a friendly, 
laughing, one-legged sea-cook . . .and the next a dangerous pirate leader! 

 
 
Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass Frederick Douglass 
Former slave, impassioned abolitionist, brilliant writer, newspaper editor and eloquent orator whose 
speeches fired the abolitionist cause, Frederick Douglass (1818–1895) led an astounding life. Physical 
abuse, deprivation and tragedy plagued his early years, yet through sheer force of character he was able to 
overcome these obstacles to become a leading spokesman for his people. 



In this, the first and most frequently read of his three autobiographies, Douglass provides graphic 
descriptions of his childhood and horrifying experiences as a slave as well as a harrowing record of his 
dramatic escape to the North and eventual freedom. 
Published in 1845 to quell doubts about his origins — since few slaves of that period could write — the 
Narrative is admired today for its extraordinary passion, sensitive and vivid descriptions and storytelling 
power. It belongs in the library of anyone interested in African-American history and the life of one of the 
country's most courageous and influential champions of civil rights. 

 
 
Do Hard Things:A Teenage Rebellion Against Low Expectations Alex and Brett Harris 
 
An inspiration for youth everywhere, Alex and Brett Harris, homeschooled twins, encourage young 
people to rise up against low expectations, and give them the tools to do hard things. Although evidently 
from a Christian perspective, it is in no way “preachy” and instead gives strong advice for self-motivation 
and leadership. 

 
 
Live Fearless: A Call to Power, Passion, and Purpose  Sadie Robertson 



Sadie Robertson, bestselling author and star of Dancing with the Stars, has an important message for her 
generation: you don’t have to be held back by fear, anxiety, or loneliness anymore. In Live Fearless, Sadie 
takes you on a thrilling personal journey toward power, passion, and purpose as you live at the center of 
who God created you to be! 

 
 
Due: the first FULL day of school 
 
 


